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NEWS ANCHOR
OR CHRIST?

Bob Bowersox debuts ‘The
Return’at The Red Barn Theatre

HAYS BLINCKMANN
hays@keysweekly.com

fJesus Christ returned — as a trusted news anchor no less — how.
would the public react? “The Return” is playwright Bob Bowersox's
quest o answer some lighthearted cultural and personal ques-
ions about today’s reaction of organized religion and religious
“salvation”

Bowersox has crafted a
play that investigates religious
phenomenaiin the best pos-
sible setting — the lfeblood of
mainstream culture, the media.
Lead anchorman, David Steele
of the World Wide News, played
by a convincing Toby Konrath,
suddenly announces he s Jesus
Christon lve television. The

‘The Return”
will run at

the Red Barn
Theatre in Key

subsequent outcome ranges Nov 1-19.
from casual disbelief to religious
fanatics making him a dema-
ogue. Bowersox adepty stikes
i netork i

i ratings. Melody Moore gives
asharp-tongued performance as the toothy network exec, Amanda
Richards, come ot to save the day but profitoff it.

, Patricia

Steele, play /anessa McCaffrey
1o grow old with her husband, notesus Christ; and is boss St W,
Karl M. Stahl, who dismisses the nonsense with scotch and aplly =
as the passive masses who make no stand against the insar
drink oit.

‘The crux as he says,”
himself, | juscwant to give it back to him* but his producer Charle,
played by Tom Murtha, who happens to be dying & ofcaicer ks Ever
think he just doesn'twant t?” The quick witted exchanges between all

ing of faith

throughout our society.

ath, Meody oore, and ko
fat ToryKonrath
7 ot the Red SerShaatse i Roy Weet

KEY WEST WEEKLY / NOVEMBER

hefter he announc
tin The Return; no

Tom hiriha tres o
iFthat e s
Rt hect

“| am nothing more than you, you think you
need a savior — but you are the savior.”

— David Steele, news anchor and fesus Christ'

wersox, who grew up with a
fundamentalist mother and by-the-
Good-Book preacher grandfather,
feels, Too many people are worship-
ping the medium not the message.”
“The Return” delightfully pokes fun at
people's gullbilty and vuinerability
when it comes to religion.

ox wrote “The Return” for
these particular actors who charmingly
bring the play to lfe with ease and
elocution. Tickets for “The Return” are
avalable at redbamtheatre.com/tick-
ets or call the box office 305-296-9911




