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Bob Bowersox
THUMBS UP FOR BOWERSOX PLAY
Audiences throughout the United States know Bob Bowersox as a presenter of products, especially cookware and food preparation gear, on QVC.
As noted in this space last month, Bowersox has been away from the TV retailer for more than a decade. In that time, he has written several plays and become a theater producer.
In both of those capacities, and as a director, he brought a new play, “Crossing the Veil” to the third-floor (walkup) black-box theater, at Plays and Players, 1714 Delancey St., Philadelphia.
Before a preview night for the press, Bowersox explained the idea for “Crossing the Veil” came to him when his younger brother, an Irish shaman, came up to him at their father’s funeral and pointed out where their father’s spirit was lurking in the room.
“Crossing the Veil” is a drama about a man who is able to attend his own viewing.
He doesn’t stay for the whole service. His interest, once he gets over being surprised at being so aware at his own funeral, is with his family.
In turn, his ex-wife, who feels like a widow in spite of eight years of divorce; his teenage daughter’ his son, newly launched in a business career’ and the family priest, come into to have final words with him.
They speak to the coffin, but the deceased answers and begins to regret why all he’s hearing, and his response to it, was not expressed during his lifetime when he might have been able to make things better for everyone.
It reminds me of Bette Davis telling me she resented Christina Crawford’s book about Joan Crawford, “Mommie Dearest,” because it was published after Joan’s death when she could not respond.
Truth, tempered with love, and recrimination, softened by some understanding, marks the tone of the various characters’ speeches. The result is entertaining and thought-provoking.
You imagine yourself having conversations of the kind the deceased is finally having with the people closest to him.
Performances are uniformly good. Best though is the nerve Bowersox hits while presenting this family reckoning. Using simple honesty as his cue for what characters say, he creates a play that covers territory many wish they had broached in their loved ones’ lifetimes.
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